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As to your own concern, yon see hardly anything valu-
able Is obtained any otherwise than by the government; and
therefore If you can attend the next Lord Lieutenant, you,
in my opinion, ought not to decline It.1 I assure myself
that you are too honest to come on 111 terms; nor do I
believe any will explicitly be proposed. I could give several
reasons why you should embrace this, though I have no
exception against your secretaryship;3 except that you may
lose too much time In it, which, considering all things, you
cannot so well spare at this time of the day.

As to my own part, I thank God, I was never much
frightened by any alterations: neither King James* nor the
Earl of Tyrconnel, shocked me.3 I always comforted my-
self with the hundred and twelfth psalm, seventh verse.4 1
never was a favourite of any Government, nor have I a
prospect of being so, though I believe I have seen forty
changes; nor would I advise any friend to sell himself to
any, so as to be their slave. I could write some other
things, that you would desire to know; but pen and ink
are dangerous tools in some men's hands, and I love a
friend with an appetite. I am, etc.

W. DUBLIN.

L,

SWIFT TO DEAN STEARNE

November 30, 1708.
SIR,

I RECEIVED a letter from you the Lord knows when, for
it has no date; but I conceive it to have been a month

1 The drift of King's recommendation is that Swift should seek the
appointment of chaplain to Lord Pembroke's successor. The recent
appointment of Lord Pembroke's chaplain to the bishopric of Water-
ford would have been in the minds of King and Swift ($ujt>ray p. 70, n. i).

3 Snfra^ p. 117.

3  Archbishop King, who was then Dean of St. Patrick's Cathedral*
unlike most of his brethren, remained in Ireland while King James
was in that country.   He was twice imprisoned in Dublin Castle by
that monarch, and during- his first incarceration kept a diary which
has been carefoily edited with illuminating notes by Professor Lawlor
for the Journal of the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland <voL
xxxiii, jmssim).

4  " He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting
in the Lord." see little reason
